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Sa publisher
In Xong Kong, is the first woman in the

20-yeay history of the International Press

Institute to be clected its president.

The 1P1 has a membership of ],80()'

‘editors snd publishers from 60 countries who

jealously puard the frecdom of the press, try to

gee to it that the free flow of nows is not intop-

rupled by governments or anyone clee and ihat
newsmen are prolecied from censorship auvd.op-

5,” Miss Sian said
during a recent visit heve. “The Tustitate carries
¢u a training program for newsmen in J;mn}"zl.
Yo pay for thal, And we run another ne in
Nigeria with 2 grant from ihe Ford 1-‘031111.!3%1011.”

Plamp, pleasant and proficient, Miss. Sian’s
rews empive consists of two himonthly magazines,
the English language Hong Keng Standavd and
two Chinese papers, the Sing Tao Jih Pao {the
Singapore Morning Daily), and the Sing o

Wan Pao (The Singapore Afternoon’ Daily). Ter

Chinese papers have a combined cireulation of
220,600, largest on the island. o

The type for them is hand set, hut the pazes
are photographed, flown {o Tapei, the Philippines,
ancisco and New York and printed on off-

set pr )

“It's two days late.” Mise Qian adimitted, “but
thut deesn't yeally maticr. in the past five years
{tiere’s been a big influx of Hong Kong Chinese

dAnto the Slates and they're hungry for news from

back Jiome and Southeast Asia and the mainland.”
e father who owned three pharmaceutical
housés in Iong Kong made his fortune with onc

care-all olntment, semething like mentholatum,

called Tiger Babm, Every Hong Wong resident

and tourist sooner or later savs, “Lets go to the

Tiger Balm Gardens.” They're the big lovely

parks filled with fine seulpture founded by her

father and always fice to the public. He algo

feunded a chain of news apers in Singapore

A 1 ; ! f

Baugkok, Malavasia and on mainland China be-
fore Mao took cver in 1940,

Miss Sian’s brother iloting 1he family 1lane

). & . b
to checl on the paper in Malayasia, crashed and

" nwas killed, He was 32 and the heir apparent.

After the prief subsided her father asked lis
daughter: “Why not iry the papers ¥ -

She worked in every department, aecounting,
purchasing, cirenlation, advertising, editoria,
starting .at {he Dbottonl. Two ¥ears afler she
slavted her intonsive apprenticeship her father
dizd. "A cousin took eover 1he yharmacentical
houses, Miss Sian had to run the papers.

“I was {rightened, very frightened,” she sald,
“but I didn’t hdve much choica.” ’

She was 28, She was caught in a riptide of

‘resentiment from some of the employes who
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" news and stock mavket quolations,

STAT

W Sian-—Always Ahecad of {he Type

Sally A

conldn't sce a young woman as the big boss,

“But that’s an ingrained atlitude,” Migs Sian

explained.- “You huve to be paticnt, You can't
change that overnight.” .

In the 18 years that she’s been a publisher,
the’s earned their respect by increasing the eip-
cilelion of the Chinese papers by almost 3065,

. tripling ber classificd ads and scoring consistent

gaing in display advertising. Sho wag the first
one to use offset presses in ong Xong and made
all her commpelitors follow suit. She makes at
least three trips a veur to Americe, examining

" publishing methoeds, frem special inks 1o
compulers, She’s alwavs ahead of the Lype.

Five years ago she conceived the jdea of an
American edition of her Chinese panvers, started
the first in S Francisce and when it went well,

began the second fi New Yok, In both editions”
she shrewdly added short fiction, entertainment

“We ave now the second largest CHinese papers
on the West and Rast Coasls,” Misz Sidn said.
ITer New York cirealation is 6,000; San Franeisco,

8,000, The first Clhinese paper is the Unit(fd'}-

Journal wilh 10,000, )
In Iong Xong, where newspapers yup politi-

eally from extreme right to {he ex{reme.left and -

include two Communisi papers, BdMiss Sian i3
fiercely independent. She scorched the Commu-
nists for Inspiring the 1967 riots, which took some
courage; and she criticized Chiang Wai-shek foy
being wndealistic and ubaware of the change in
the wind. ‘

“You might think that Letug o close to Mao, -

Hong Kong is near a powder Leg,” Miss Sian

said. “Were not, Our fulure is bright. We have
some crime, bul nothing compared to the States,
We do not have the pain .ol youth problems or
-a drug cutlure. And we do nol have the doubtful
blessings of wonten's 1ih,” T




